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away, the prestige of the past becomes greater, because
it becomes more deeply shrouded in the mists and the
mystery of age ; and so the cake of custom becomes ever
harder and more unbreakable.

Imitation as an Agent of Progress

If imitation, maintaining customs and traditions of
every kind, is the great conservative agency in the life
of societies, it plays also a great and essential part in
bringing about the progress of civilisation. Its opera-
tion as a factor in progress is of two principal kinds :
(i) The spread by imitation throughout a people of
ideas and practices generated within it from time to time
by its exceptionally gifted members; (2) the spread by
imitation of ideas and practices from one people to
another. There are certain features or laws of the
spreading by imitation that are common to these two
forms of the process.

The spread of any culture element, a belief, an art,
a convention, a sentiment, a habit or attitude of mind
of any kind, tends to proceed in geometrical progres-
sion, because each individual or body of individuals that
imitates the new idea and embodies it in practice becomes
an additional centre of radiation of that idea to all indi-
viduals and groups that come in contact with it; and
also because, with each step of the spread of the idea
over a wider area and to larger numbers of persons, the
power of mass-suggestion grows in virtue of mere numbers.

The rapidity of the spreading of a culture-element by
imitation among any people depends in great measure
upon two conditions: first, the density of population;
secondly, the degree of development of means of com-
munication and the degree of use made of these means.
These propositions are so obviously true that we need
not dwell upon them. We have only to look around
us to see how, in our own country at the present time,
the rapid development of the means of communication
during the latter part of the nineteenth century has
so facilitated spread by imitation among our dense popu-